Germany shelves report on high cost of wind farm-produced energy
By Tony Paterson in Berlin
(Filed: 30/01/2005)
A damning report warning that wind-farm programmes will greatly increase energy costs and that "greenhouse gases" can be reduced easily by conventional methods has been shelved. 
The findings of the 490-page report, commissioned by the German government and due for publication last week, were so embarrassing that ministers have sent it back to be "re-edited". Jürgen Trittin, Germany’s Green Party environment minister, said: "We do not want the findings of this report to be misinterpreted."
The inquiry into wind farm growth was compiled by the government’s energy research agency and two other independent bodies. Its conclusions are awkward for Germany’s ruling coalition of Social Democrats and Greens, which has overseen widespread growth in wind farms. With more than 15,000 turbines, Germany has the highest number of wind farms in Europe and the government is committed to doubling the number by 2015. 
The report also has implications for Britain. The Government has made it clear that it wants to follow Germany’s lead. Last November, the Queen opened a special energy conference in Berlin where British and German ministers and scientists announced plans for close co-operation on alternative energy development. 
The findings of the unpublished report were leaked to Der Spiegel magazine last week. They suggest that if Germany presses ahead with its plan to double the number of wind turbines, annual energy costs for consumers will rise from €1·4 billion to €5·4 billion (£1 billion to £3·7 billion), increasing the average annual household bill by €44 by 2015. 
The report also states that the government will have to spend an extra €1·1 billion on laying almost 600 miles of new cable and that power plants will have to be replaced or adapted to cope with the inherently large fluctuations in wind-derived energy. 
The research also cast doubt on one of the main arguments for wind power: that it cuts the amount of "greenhouse gas" polluting the atmosphere. The report says that almost the same effect can be achieved - at substantially reduced costs - by installing modern filters at existing fossil-fuel power plants.
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